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• Keystone Testing 
o All students in grades 9-11 who were scheduled to take the 2020 Spring 

Keystone Exams (canceled due to pandemic) will participate in the Summer 
Keystone Window, which is scheduled for September 28 – October 2, 2020.  This 
will ensure that students have an opportunity to satisfy graduation 
requirements stipulated in Act 158.  Should Act 158 be amended this will be 
reconsidered.  

o Results from these assessments should be available in the fall, and will enable 
targeted instruction to occur prior to the Winter and Spring Assessments, during 
which students who did not achieve proficiency will retest.  This instruction will 
take place during flex using IXL, Apex, and teacher created materials.   

 
• Essential Content from 2019-20 School Year (between March 13 – June 5, 2020) 

o During the August Professional Development days, elementary grade level 
teachers (K through 4) will collaborate to complete the shared document 
Elementary Vertical Articulation – COVID (see link):  Elementary Vertical 
Articulation  

§ Teachers will be asked to list the essential content in each curricular area 
that was not sufficiently covered due to online instruction during the 
COVID closure.   

§ All elementary teachers will have access to the entire document, and will 
be given common planning time (virtual) during the August Professional 
Development days to review this document and plan instruction during 
WIN time to ensure that this content is taught.  

• For example, teachers in grade 1 should review the sheet 
completed by kindergarten teachers and plan to teach any 
content that was not covered. 

• Teachers will use the August Professional Development days to 
secure materials from the previous grade level teachers. 

• WIN time during the first marking period of the school year is to 
be devoted to this instruction.  Should teachers ensure that all 
content is covered prior to the conclusion of the first marking 
period, they may start interventions.   

o Some students may start interventions immediately if the 
building principal approves.  

• Each elementary principal will be assigned a grade span to 
supervise as this process is completed, and principals will 



supervise the use of WIN time in their individual buildings when 
school starts. 

o Marie Drazenovich:  kindergarten and grade 1 
o Dan Borrelli:  grades 2 and 3 
o Trevor Saylor:  grades 4 and 5 

o During the August Professional Development days, MAMS content area teachers 
in grades 6 – 8 will collaborate to complete the shared document MAMS 
Vertical Articulation – COVID (teachers should work together according to the 
content and grade level taught during the 2019-20 school year).  See Link:  
MAMS Vertical Articulation  

§ Teachers will be asked to list essential content in their discipline which 
was not sufficiently covered due to the COVID-19 closure (March 13 – 
June 5, 2020). 

§ All MAMS content area teachers will have access to the entire 
document, and the grade 6 teachers will have access to the elementary 
document.  Teachers will be given common planning time during the 
August Professional Development days to review these documents and 
plan instruction during flex time (for the first two marking period of the 
year) to ensure that this content is taught. 

• MAMS Principals will work with teachers to develop the flex 
schedule, with an emphasis on ELA and Mathematics for grades 6 
and 7 and ELA, Mathematics and Science for grade 8. 

• Teachers will use the August Professional Development days to 
secure and share materials for use during this instruction.  

• If this instruction does not take two full marking periods of flex 
time, interventions may begin.  

o During the August Professional Development days, MAHS content area teachers 
will collaborate to complete the shared document MAHS Vertical Articulation – 
COVID (teachers should work together in departments).  Here is a link to the 
document: MAHS Vertical Articulation.  Classes for seniors are not included.  The 
focus should be on classes with students in grades 9-11.  We will not focus on 
any elective courses in the core (core = ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies).  
Elective courses outside of the core for which there is a sequence (for example 
World Language or Art) should participate.  Elective courses that do not build 
upon prior levels are exempt.  

§ Teachers will be asked to list essential content in their core courses 
which was not sufficiently covered due to the COVID-19 closure (March 
13 – June 5, 2020).  Teachers should consider if this content will impact 
the next course in the sequence and list any content which they believe 
meets this criteria.  

§ All MAHS content teachers will have access to the entire document and 
the MAMS document so that they are able to review the essential 
content not covered by Grade 8.  Teachers will be given common 
planning time during the August Professional Development days to 



review these documents and plan instruction during flex time  or embed 
this content into their 2020-21 course to ensure that this content is 
taught.   

• MAHS principals will work with teachers to develop the flex 
schedule, with prioritization given to students with “incompletes” 
from the final marking period of the 2019-20 school year and 
consideration given to Keystone remediation as soon as scores 
from the Summer Keystone become available.   

 
• Curriculum Prioritization for 2020-21  

o Due to the possibility that instruction may become remote during the 2020-21 
school year, it is essential that all teachers in grades K-12 prioritize instruction 
from the first day of school.  This should be done in a purposeful and planned 
manner.   

§ Instruction in the first week of school should focus on routines and 
procedures.  Students have not been “in school” for almost six months, 
and it is critical that time be devoted to routines and procedures, 
especially those that are related to safety during the pandemic. 

• Instruction in the first weeks of school must focus on using the 
digital platform adopted by the grade level/school.  For 
secondary, this must begin immediately so that students are able 
to participate in the hybrid model of remote instruction.  For 
elementary students, this should also begin immediately in order 
to transition to a remote environment should that become 
necessary.  Teachers must devote instructional time to ensuring 
that students are able to independently use the online platform 
and any apps or tasks they embed in the platform.  Teachers 
should include tasks/apps only after such a time that they can 
comfortably and independently utilized by students.   

o It is important that video tutorials be created for parents 
and students, and that these are posted online for 
reference.   

§ All teachers should meet as grade levels/departments during the August 
Professional Development Days to review their existing curriculum 
(found in the shared folder MASD Curriculum MASD Shared Curriculum  ) 
and prioritize essential content.   

• Existing pacing guides/scope and sequence documents should 
also be reviewed. 

• Any content that is not deemed essential should be excluded 
from instruction, and focus must be on teaching essential content 
in ELA, mathematics, and science at the elementary schools.   

• While we want to ensure that school is an enjoyable and pleasant 
experience for students, any activities that are not related to 



essential content must be eliminated, and some activities that 
previously took multiple days may need to be condensed.   

• At the elementary level, Positive Action should be taught, 
because social and emotional learning are particularly important 
for students who may be experiencing a variety of emotions due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, a return to school after many 
months, and their general life circumstances.   

• Distributed formative assessment should be utilized consistently 
to ensure that students are mastering essential content, and it is 
the responsibility of each teacher to reteach any essential 
content to students that has not been mastered immediately 
(using small group or individual instruction).  Teachers should not 
wait until a summative assessment is given to monitor student 
progress.   

Teachers will be asked to document any changes made to scope and 
sequence documents and/or pacing guides using the Curriculum 
Prioritization Form.  See the links to these forms:  

• Elementary Curriculum Prioritization.  
• MAMS Curriculum Prioritization 
• High School Curriculum Prioritization Template  

o It is absolutely critical that all grade levels across the three 
elementary schools are consistent with this process.   

o Time will be set aside for this process during the August 
Professional Development days, and this process will be 
monitored by building principals.   

§ K-1:  Marie Drazenovich 
§ 2-3:  Dan Borelli 
§ 4-5:  Trevor Saylor  
§ 6-8:  MAMS Principals 
§ 9-12:  MAHS Principals  

• Progress Monitoring 
o Due to the COVID closure, it is critical that student progress is continually 

monitored so that teachers are able to quickly intervene if students are not 
making appropriate academic gains.  To that end, progress monitoring will be 
required at all levels in tested areas.   

§ ELEMENTARY 
• Students in grades 3-5 will be given the 4Sight Mathematics tests 
• All students receive Acadience assessments 
• Students will also receive the following assessments according to 

grade level and degree of need (see grade level expectations 
documents for specifics):  PAST, PSI, Emerging Literacy/Core 
Phonics, CDT, F&P 

§ MIDDLE SCHOOL 



• Students will be given the 4Sight ELA tests 
• Mathematics teachers will continue to use CBAs 
• Students will also receive the following assessments according to 

grade level and degree of need:  IXL Diagnostic, CDTs, 
Successmaker, Mastery Connect  

§ HIGH SCHOOL 
• Teachers will utilize CDTs, Apex (English), IXL Diagnostics, and 

Mastery Connect as indicated by the grade level and course  
• All teachers will use CBAs   

§ SPECIAL EDUCATION 
• All progress monitor listed above will be utilized in addition to 

any progress monitoring specified in a child’s IEP 
 

• Equity Considerations  - Secondary Only  
o To ensure equitable opportunities to access instruction, secondary students 

who are identified as active English Language Learners and secondary students 
with an IEP will be provided with the option to be in the school buildings on the 
four days during which in-person instruction in taking place.  This is not an issue 
for elementary students because they are in the buildings every day.   

§ Mrs. Palmer will coordinate the process of informing parents of students 
with an IEP and determining which students will be in school during all 
four days.  Mrs. Mostoller will do the same for parents of ELs.   

 
• Professional Development 

o The District Calendar was amended to provide nine days of professional 
development/learning for teachers and staff prior to the start of the 2020-21 
school year.  

o Teachers will receive training in safety protocols related to COVID-19 
o All elementary teachers and secondary mathematics teachers will receive a full 

day of training in mathematics pedagogy from Solution Treeä 
§ This training will occur virtually and will be designed to teach and model 

strategies for teaching mathematics in a virtual environment  
• Topics included will be delivering TQE process (small groups) 

remotely using technology, using manipulatives in a virtual 
environment, and resources for use in a virtual environment  

o Teachers will be provided with time to complete and review the appropriate 
documents for determining what curriculum was not taught during the Spring of 
2020 (COVID closure). 

o Teachers will be provided with time to prioritize curriculum for the 2020-21 
curriculum and plan instruction for the initial weeks of school.  

o Teachers will be provided with a significant amount of time to receive 
training/assistance to ensure that they are proficient with the LMS (Learning 



Management System) used at their level, and they will have time to begin 
adding content to their online classes/courses. 

§ Administration will be providing explicit guidelines regarding LMS 
content, which is expected to be consistent between all elementary, 
middle and high school teachers.  

• Grades K-5 will use Google Classroom as the LMS 
• Grades 6-12 will use Canvas as the LMS 

o Due to an anticipated substitute shortage and possible spread of COVID-19, staff 
attendance at professional development outside of MASD will be limited for the 
2020-21 school year.  Even in situations where the staff member/teacher does 
not require a substitute,  staff presence in buildings will be critical to the success 
of our instructional and safety programs this year.  

§ Attendance at any professional development outside of the District 
(including PaTTAN and CAIU) will require pre-approval from the building 
level administration and Mrs. Mostoller.   

 
• Digital Content  

o Over the past years, MASD has purchased and the Board has approved digital 
content to accompany curriculum resources.  Savvas EnVision Mathematics 
(elementary) and all elementary and secondary mathematics resources have 
robust digital components.  Much of the secondary English/Language Arts 
resources have full digital access for students and teachers (excluding materials 
for English III and IV).  Defined Learning (STEM grades K-8) and Cengage 
products (widely used for secondary content) also have robust digital 
components.  Teachers are encouraged to familiarize themselves with this 
content and utilize it as they develop their online courses.  IXL, Apex and 
Mastery Connect are digital resources that the District has provided for progress 
monitoring and instruction.  

§ If additional training is needed on any of the District provided digital 
resources, teachers should contact Mrs. Mostoller, who will work with 
the technology department and the vendors to provide this training. 

§ If a teacher is experiencing technical difficulties with any of these 
resources, it is critical that a tech ticket be created immediately so that 
the technology department can provide support and work with vendors 
to ensure full use of the resources/products. 

§ If a teacher believes that s/he does not have adequate digital content to 
support remote instruction, that individual or department should 
contact Mrs. Mostoller immediately so that a solution can be found.   

o It is very important that high quality and well-vetted resources are utilized for 
remote instruction.  There should be consistency of resource use across grade 
levels and departments.   

 
 


